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Executive Summary


The Wash and North Norfolk Coast European Marine Site (WNNC EMS) Management Scheme has
been monitoring the incidence of different forms of recreational disturbance to the conservation
features of the site with the Incident Recording Process (IRP) since 2004.



This information has proved most valuable, alerting the WNNC EMS and site managers to
disturbance hot-spots, as well as to problem issues that may be occurring across the site.



The WNNC EMS management scheme recognises that the IRP system would not function without
the dedication and support of site managers and volunteers, our appreciation and sincere thanks
goes to all who partake in this project.



During 2014, a total of 240 incidents were recorded; with 9.2% of these recorded at sites in the
Wash with the remaining 90.8% recorded at sites along the North Norfolk Coast.



The top four incidents across the WNNC EMS in 2014 were: dogs (27.5%), other recreational
activities (19.2%), civilian aircraft (18.3%) and walkers (16.7%).



During 2015, a total of 251 incidents were recorded with 8% of these recorded at sites in the Wash
and the remaining 92% recorded at sites along the North Norfolk Coast.



The top four incidents across the WNNC EMS in 2015 were; dogs (23.1%), other recreational
activities (21.9%), civilian aircraft (17.1%) and walkers (15.1%).



Seasonality trends in the frequency of incidents for both 2014 & 2015 recorded peaks early in the
year particularly in April, May and July. It could be speculated that such trends fall in line with school
and seasonal breaks (Easter holidays, summer half-term and the summer holidays).



Temporal trends across the week (Monday to Friday) for both 2014 & 2015 are relatively stable
where the number of incidents recorded across the WNNC EMS is concerned. The number at
weekends (Saturday & Sunday) increases all year round.



Civilian aircraft related incidents across the WNNC EMS were recorded amongst six individual sites
and this activity is one of the four most frequently recorded disturbances.



Other recreational activities rank high across the WNNC EMS with vehicle related incidents
prominent.



Continued effort will be required by the WNNC EMS together with site managers to investigate new
opportunities to reduce disturbance caused by these activities to designated conservation features
of the site.
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1.0 Introduction
The Wash and North Norfolk Coast European Marine Site (WNNC EMS) Management Scheme has been
monitoring the incidence of different forms of forms of recreational disturbance to the conservation features
of the site with the Incident Recording Process(IRP) since 2004. This information has proved most
valuable, alerting the WNNC EMS and site managers to disturbance hot spots, as well as problem issues
that are occurring across the site. The WNNC EMS management scheme recognises that the IRP system
would not function without the dedication and support of site managers and volunteers, our appreciation
and thanks goes to all who have submitted a record this year.

2.0 Results Summary 2014
For the year 2014, a total of 240 incidents reporting disturbance were recorded. Out of these 240 recorded
incidents 226 (94.2%) were recorded at sites across Norfolk and the remaining 14 (5.8%) were at
Lincolnshire sites. The total recorded incidents for 2014 represents a decline of 62.3% in comparison to
figures from 2013. Figure 1 demonstrates the percentage of disturbance recorded by activity types as listed
on the current IRP form1; it is evident that the four top incidents across the WNNC EMS are Dogs (27.5%),
Civilian Aircraft (18.3%), Walkers (16.7%) and Other activities (19.2%).

Figure 1: Percentage of incidents recorded across Wash and Norfolk Coast European Marine Site
during 2014.

Throughout 2014, civilian aircraft based disturbance incidents were one of the most recorded incidents
across the EMS (Figure 2), they were recorded at six different sites (RSPB Snettisham, RSPB Titchwell,
Blakeney NNR, Holkham NNR, RSPB Frampton & Brancaster). It should be noted that although civil
aircraft have been recorded over six sites, this does not take into account the proportion of incidents per
site.
As seen in Figure 3, when civilian aircraft (18.3%) incidents are ranked by proportion per site, it ranks 3 rd
exceeding walking (16.7%). The top ranked incident is dogs at 27.5% and other activities at 19.2%.
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The activity types within the 2014 dataset have been updated to the latest (2015) IRP form activity categories to allow comparison.
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Figure 2: Percentage of Incident by activity type recorded at each site during 2014.
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Figure 3: Percentage of the top four incidents recorded by site across the Wash and North Norfolk
Coast European Marine Site during 2014.

As seen in Figure 3, the Other Activities category accounted for 19.2% of all EMS site disturbances. This
category consists of any other activity which is not accounted for within the primary activity list seen in
3

Figure 1 and instead uses a key word from the description given by the site manager/warden to summarise
the type of activity.
Figure 4 presents data for the Other Activities category. It is evident there are particular activities which are
much more commonplace than others, including BBQ’s (20), Campers (9) and Fires (6). Less frequently
recorded activities include photographers, causing disturbances on four occasions at Blakeney as well as
metal detectorists at Holkham.
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Figure 4: Frequency of Other Incidents by event type across Wash and North Norfolk Coast European
Marine Site during 2014.

Seasonality trends in the frequency of incidents recorded are noticeable with peaks in January, May and
July (Figure 5). It is apparent that these peaks correspond with public holidays and also school holidays. A
peak in April 2014 is likely to be caused by the Easter holidays which fell at the end of April. There is a high
likelihood that a peak in incidents in May is also related to the two bank holiday Mondays. It should be
noticed that there is generally a high number of incidents over the summer months, possibly due to school
holidays; this may also explain the sudden fall of incidents being reported in September.
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Figure 5: Frequency of incidents recorded per month across Wash and North Norfolk Coast European
Marine Site during 2014.

Temporal trends across the week for 2014 data are variable, for instance, there are noticeable increases in
incidents reported on Mondays and Thursdays. Figure 6 shows a positive increase in disturbance reports
on Saturday and Sundays; this is likely to higher visitor count to the Wash and North Norfolk Coast EMS.
Such factors leading to the increase in numbers on these days are unknown; however, future monitoring
may present a conclusion.
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Figure 6: Frequency of incidents recorded per weekday across Wash and North Norfolk Coast
European Marine Site during 2014.
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3.0 Managed Sites Summary

3.1 Cley
There was no data reported for the year 2014.

3.2 Blakeney
Over the course of 2014, 136 disturbance incidents were reported. This represents a 94.3% increase in
incidents reported compared to 2013 data. Figure 7 highlights the four frequently occurring incidents by
activity type, including; dogs (23.7%), walkers (12.5%), civil aircraft (12.5%) and other activities (5.2%). The
recorded proportion for these four main recreational disturbance activities totals 52.1% of all the WNNC
EMS incidents in 2014. Here dogs account for 22.9%, civil aircraft for 12.1%, walkers for 12.1% and finally
other activities account for 5%.
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Figure 7: Percentage of all incidents recorded at Blakeney during 2014.
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Figure 8: Severity of all Incidents by percentage recorded at Blakeney 2014.
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The severity of all incidents recorded during the year 2014 can be seen within Figure 8, where the severity
of incidents is rated according to the 2015 IRP datasheet formats (see Table 1).
Table 1: Severity of Disturbances by Code.
Disturbance Codes
0

No Disturbance / Disturbance alleviated through wardening

1

Minimal Disturbance (Impact is slight and short-lived)

2

Moderate Disturbance (small within-site bird movement)

3

High levels of Bird Disturbance (Birds react to a stimulus by flight)

4

Very High Levels of Disturbance (Birds are almost continuously on the
move and/or absence on-site is prolonged)

5

Evidence of Actual Damage (Trampling, nest desertion, chicks
scattered/attacked etc.)

3.3 Holkham
Over the course of 2014, 69 disturbance incidents were reported. Figure 9 highlights the four frequently
occurring incidents by activity type, including; horse riding (9%), dogs (13%), walkers (14%) and other
activities (48%).
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Aircraft
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Military Aircraft
Motorbikes/ Quad
Bikes
Other Actvities

Figure 9: Percentage of all incidents recorded at Holkham during 2014.
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The recorded proportion for the four main recreational disturbance activities at Holkham is 24.2% of all the
totals of WNNC EMS incidents in 2014, where dogs account for 3.75%, horse riding for 2.5%, walkers for
4.17% and finally other activities account for 13.75%.
The severity of all incidents recorded during the year 2014 can be seen within Figure 10, where the severity
of incidents is rated according to the 2015 IRP datasheet formats (Table 1); where for severity category; 0
(0%), 1 (70%), 2 (3%), 3 (16%), 4 (6%) and 5 (6%).
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Figure 10: Severity of all incidents recorded by percentage at Holkham during 2014.

3.4 Brancaster
Over the course of 2014, eight disturbance incidents were reported. This represents a 100% increase in
incidents reported compared with 2013. Figure 11 highlights the three frequently occurring incidents by
activity type, including civilian aircraft (13%), vehicles (63%) and water sports activities (25%).

Civilian Aircraft

Vehicles

Water Sports

Figure 11: Percentage of all incidents recorded at Brancaster Beach during 2014.

8

The recorded proportion for these three main recreational disturbance activities totals 3.33% of all the
WNNC EMS incidents in 2014, where civilian aircraft account for 0.42%, vehicles account for 2.08% and
finally water sports account for 0.83%.
The severity of all incidents recorded during the year 2014 can be seen within Figure 12, where the severity
of incidents is rated according to the 2015 IRP datasheet formats (Table 1); where for severity category; 0
(0%), 1 (0%), 2 (63%), 3 (38%), 4 (0%) and 5 (0%).
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Figure 12: Severity of all incidents recorded by percentage at Brancaster Beach during 2014.

3.5 Scolt Head
There was no data reported for the year 2014.

3.6 RSPB Titchwell Marsh
Over the course of 2014, four disturbance incidents were reported. This represents a 100% increase in
incidents reported over 2013 data. Figure 13 highlights the four frequently occurring incidents by activity
type, including civilian aircraft (13%), vehicles (63%) and water sports activities (25%).

Civilian Aircraft

Military Aircraft

Motorbikes/ Quad Bikes
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Figure 13: Percentage of all incidents recorded at RSPB Titchwell Marsh during 2014.
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The recorded proportion for these four main recreational disturbance activities totals 1.67% of all the
WNNC EMS incidents in 2014, where civilian aircraft account for 0.42%, motorbikes/quad bikes for 0.42%,
military aircraft for 0.42% and finally other activities for 0.42%.
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Figure 14: Severity of all incidents recorded by percentage at RSPB Titchwell Marsh during 2014.

The severity of all incidents recorded during the year 2014 can be seen within Figure 14, where the severity
of incidents is rated according to the 2015 IRP datasheet formats (Table 1); where for severity category; 0
(0%), 1 (0%), 2 (0%), 3 (75%), 4 (25%) and 5 (0%).

3.7 Holme
There was no data reported for the year 2014.

3.8 RSPB Snettisham
Over the course of 2014, nine disturbance incidents were reported. This represents a 100% increase in
incidents reported over 2013 data. Figure 15 highlights the four frequently occurring incidents by activity
type, including civilian aircraft (22.2%), dogs (22.2%), motorbikes/quad bikes (44.4%) and walkers (11.1%).
The recorded proportion for these four main recreational disturbance activities totals 3.75% of all the
WNNC EMS incidents in 2014.
The severity of all incidents recorded during the year 2014 can be seen within Figure 16, where the severity
of incidents is rated according to the 2015 IRP datasheet formats (Table 1); where for severity category; 0
(0%), 1 (56%), 2 (22%), 3 (11%), 4 (11%) and 5 (0%).
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Figure 15: Percentage of top occurring incidents at RSPB Snettisham during 2014.
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Figure 16: Severity of all incidents recorded by percentage at RSPB Snettisham during 2014.

3.9 RSPB Frampton
Over the course of 2014, 12 disturbance incidents were reported. This represents a 20% increase in
incidents reported over 2013 data. Figure 17 highlights the three frequently occurring incidents by activity
type, including civilian aircraft (22.2%), military aircraft (22.2%) and motorbikes/quad bikes (44.4%).
The recorded proportion for these three main recreational disturbance activities totals 5% of all the WNNC
EMS incidents in 2014, where civilian aircraft account for 2.92%, motorbikes/quad bikes account for 0.83
and finally military aircraft account for 1.25%.
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Figure 17: Percentage of top occurring incidents at RSPB Frampton during 2014.

The severity of all incidents recorded during the year 2014 can be seen within Figure 18, where the severity
of incidents is rated according to the 2015 IRP datasheet formats (Table 1); where for severity category; 0
(0%), 1 (8%), 2 (8%), 3 (83%), 4 (0%) and 5 (0%).
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Figure 18: Severity of all incidents recorded by percentage at RSPB Frampton during 2014.
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3.10 Stiffkey Marshes
Over the course of 2014, one disturbance incident was reported. This represents a 100% increase in
incidents reported compared to 2013 data. This incident reported was related to samphire picking. The
recorded proportion for this recreational disturbance activity totals 0.42% of all the WNNC EMS incidents in
2014.
The severity of the incident recorded is rated according to the 2015 IRP datasheet format (Table 1) where
this one incident was classified as a 0.

3.11 Friskney
Over the course of 2014, one disturbance incident was reported. This represents a 100% increase in
incidents reported over 2013 data. This incident reported was related to bait digging. The recorded
proportion for this recreational disturbance activity totals 0.42% of all the WNNC EMS incidents in 2014.
The severity of the incident recorded is rated according to the 2015 IRP datasheet format (Table 1) where
this one incident was classified as a 0.

3.12 RAF Holbeach
There was no data reported for the year 2014.

3.13 RSPB Freiston
There was no data reported for the year 2014.

3.14 RAF Wainfleet
There was no data reported for the year 2014.

3.15 Gibraltar Point
There was no data reported for the year 2014.

3.16 Wells
There was no data reported for the year 2014.

4.0 Unmanaged sites
There were no records received during 2014 for the following sites; Heacham Beach, Hunstanton, Sutton
Bridge and The Wash NNR.

5.0 Conclusion for 2014
It is clear that there are a number of results missing for various sites across the European Marine Site, this
is may be caused by a number of factors, one being that the IRP system was taken offline due to
technicalities in the website in 2014. However, in comparison to 2013, there was an increase in data
recorded site wide as a whole; this is promising despite there being a 62.2% decrease in reported incidents
(this was largely due to high levels of reports at Gibraltar Point in 2013).
During the course of 2014, 240 incidents were recorded within the European Marine Site, where 22 (9.2%)
of these were recorded in the Wash region and the other 218 (90.8%) were recorded along the North
Norfolk coastline. Therefore, caution must be applied when looking at the data as a whole due to the high
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levels of reporting effort on the North Norfolk Coast (in particular Blakeney & Holkham) and are not
indicative of trends across the whole of the European Marine Site.
It is evident from the data that there are trends, particularly between the periods April to May and July to
August. At these periods the frequency in number of disturbances peak happen to coincide with public
holidays and school holidays, indicating high levels of visitation to sites across the EMS. Data analysis also
reveals further temporal trends; the numbers of incidents occurring at the weekends are much higher than
during the weekdays. However, data also shows an irregular trend where weekday incidents are
concerned; further studies into this are required to explain peaks in incidents on particular days.
It should be noted that incidents where dogs are involved are predominantly higher than other types of
incidents across the EMS; dog incidents were recorded at four of the sites. Incidents involving civilian
aircraft were recorded at six sites across the EMS. During 2014 there was an increase in forms of
disturbance which are uncategorised and fell into the “other activities” section. Effort to record these
activities needs to continue alongside educating those involved in the activity to ultimately reduce the
number of disturbances in the long term.

6.0 Results Summary 2015
For the year 2015, a total of 251 incidents reporting disturbance were recorded. Out of these incidents 20
(8%) were recorded at sites within the Wash area and the remaining 231 (92%) are incidents recorded
along the North Norfolk coast. This total number in incidents recorded for 2015 represents an increase of
4.6% in comparison to figures from 2014. Figure 19 demonstrates the percentage of disturbance recorded
by activity types as listed on the current IRP form1; it is evident that the four top incidents across the WNNC
EMS are dogs (23.1%), civilian aircraft (17.1%), walkers (15.1%) and other activities (21.9%).
The results of 2015 show that civilian aircraft based disturbance incidents are one of the most recorded
incident activities across the EMS (Figure 20) they were recorded at six different sites (Gibraltar Point,
RSPB Titchwell, Blakeney NNR, Holkham NNR, RSPB Frampton & Cley Marshes). It should be noted that
although civil aircraft have been recorded over six sites, this does not take into account the proportion of
incidents per site.
25%
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Figure 19: Percentage of incidents recorded across Wash and North Norfolk Coast European Marine Site
during 2015
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Figure 20: Percentage of incident by activity type recorded at each site during 2015.

As seen in Figure 21, when civilian aircraft incidents are ranked by proportion per site, it ranks 3rd out of the
4 top recorded sites, exceeding walking (15.1%). The top ranked incident activities are; dogs (23.1%), other
activities (21.9%), civil aircraft (17.1%) and walking (15.1%)
Figure 21 demonstrates that Other Activities category accounted for 21.9% of all EMS site disturbances.
This category consists of any other activity which is not accounted for within the primary activity list seen in
Figure 22 and instead uses a key word from the description given by the site manager/warden to
summarise the type of activity.
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Figure 21: Percentage of the top four incidents recorded by site across the Wash and North Norfolk
Coast European Marine Site during 2015.
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Figure 22: Frequency of Other incidents by event type across Wash and North Norfolk European
Marine Site during 2015.

Figure 23 presents the data for the Other Activities category it is evident there are particular activities which
are much more commonplace than others, including BBQ’s (20), Campers (19) and Metal detectorists (5).
Less frequently recorded activities include photographers causing disturbances on three occasions at
Blakeney as well as metal detectorists at Holkham and Brancaster. Other incidents which should be noted
are habitat destruction, where this occurred twice; once at Brancaster and another at Holkham. The cause
of destruction at Holkham is still unknown; however the incident at Brancaster was caused by traffic on
Marsh Road.
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Figure 23: Frequency of incidents recorded per month across Wash and North Norfolk Coast European
Marine Site during 2015.

Seasonality trends in the frequency of incidents recorded are noticeable with peaks in March, April and July
(Figure 23). It is apparent that such peaks correspond with public holidays and also school holidays. A peak
in April 2014 is likely to be caused by the Easter holidays which began at the start of the month. Unlike
2014, there is a slight decline in the number of incidents in May, possibly due to the fact that there was cold
and wet weather at the start of the month. It should be noticed that there is generally a high number of
incidents over the summer months, again possible relating to school holidays and warmer weather, this
may also explain the fall of incidents being reported between August and September.
16

Temporal trends across the week for 2015 data are fairly stable; there is a small increase in incidents being
reported on Tuesdays and Thursdays (Figure 24). It is unknown as to why there are so many incidents
during the week, further studies may shine light on this. Figure 24 clearly shows an increase in disturbance
reports during the weekends, this is likely to higher visitor count to the Wash and North Norfolk Coast EMS
since it is out of working hours for many.
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Figure 84: Frequency of incidents recorded per weekday during 2015.

7.0 Managed Sites Summary 2015
7.1 Cley
Over the course of 2015, one disturbance incident was reported. This represents a 100% increase in
incidents reported over 2014 data. This incident reported was related to civilian aircraft. The recorded
proportion for this recreational disturbance activity totals 0.4% of all the WNNC EMS incidents in 2015.
The severity of the incident recorded is rated according to the 2015 datasheet format (Table 1) where this
one incident was classified as a 0.

7.2 Blakeney
Over the course of 2015, 116 disturbance incidents were reported. This represents a 14.7% decrease in
incidents reported over 2014 data. Figure 25 highlights the four frequently occurring incidents by activity
type, including dogs (37.1%), walkers (19.8%), civil aircraft (22.4%) and other activities (9.5%).
The recorded proportion for these four main recreational disturbance activities totals 41.03% of all the
WNNC EMS incidents in 2015, dogs account for 17.1%, civil aircraft account for 10.4%, walkers account for
9.2% and finally other activities account for 4.4%.

17

Baitdiggers
Dogs
Litter
Motorbikes/ Quad Bikes
Samphire Gathering
Walkers

Civil Aviation
Drones/Unmanned Aircraft
Marine Vessels
Other Actvities
Study Groups
Water Sports

Cyclists
Horse Riding
Military Aviation
Pollution
Vehicles
Wind Sports

Figure 25: Percentage of incidents occurring at Blakeney NNR during 2015.

The severity of all incidents recorded during the year 2015 can be seen within Figure 26, where the severity
of incidents is rated according to the 2015 IRP datasheet formats (Table 1); where for severity category; 0
(56%), 1 (2%), 2 (3%), 3 (28%), 4 (8%) and 5 (3%).
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Figure 26: Severity of all incidents recorded by percentage at Blakeney NNR during 2015.

7.3 Holkham NNR
Over the course of 2015, 97 disturbance incidents were reported. This represents a 40.6 % increase in
incidents reported over 2014 data. Figure 27 highlights the four frequently occurring incidents by activity
type, including; horse riding (12.4%), walkers (13.4%), civil aircraft (12.4%) and other activities (43.3%).
The recorded proportion for these four main recreational disturbance activities totals 31.5% of all the
WNNC EMS incidents in 2015, dogs account for 17.1%, civil aircraft account for 10.4%, walkers account for
9.2% and finally other activities account for 4.4%.
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Figure 27: Percentage of incidents occurring at Holkham NNR during 2015.

The severity of all incidents recorded during the year 2015 can be seen within Figure 28, where the severity
of incidents is rated according to the 2015 IRP datasheet formats (Table 1). Where for severity category; 0
(1%), 1 (52%), 2 (25%), 3 (13%), 4 (6%) and 5 (3%).
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Figure 28: Severity of all incidents recorded by percentage at Holkham NNR during 2015.

7.4 Brancaster
Over the course of 2015, 15 disturbance incidents were reported. This represents an 87.5 % increase in
incidents reported over 2014 data. Figure 29 highlights the four frequently occurring incidents by activity
type, including; drones/unmanned aircraft (13.3%), wind sports (6.7%), vehicles (66.7%) and other activities
(13.3%).
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The recorded proportion for these four main recreational disturbance activities totals 5.98% of all the
WNNC EMS incidents in 2015, where drones/unmanned aircraft account for 0.8%, vehicles account for
3.98%, wind sports account for 0.4% and finally other activities account for 0.8%.
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Figure 29: Percentage of top occurring incidents at Brancaster during 2015.
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Figure 30: Severity of all incidents recorded by percentage at Brancaster during 2015.

The severity of all incidents recorded during the year 2015 can be seen within Figure 30 where the severity
of incidents is rated according to the 2015 IRP datasheet formats (Table 1); where for severity category; 0
(0%), 1 (0%), 2 (93%), 3 (0%), 4 (0%) and 5 (7%).

7.5 Scolt Head
There was no data reported for the year 2015.
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7.6 RSPB Titchwell Marsh
Over the course of 2015, two disturbance incidents were reported. This represents a 50 % decrease in
incidents reported over 2014 data. Figure 31 highlights the two incidents reported by activity type, including;
civilian aircraft (50%) and marine vessels (50%).

Civil Aviation

Marine Vessels

Figure 31: Percentage of all incidents recorded at RSPB Titchwell Marsh during 2015.
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Figure 32: Severity of all incidents recorded by percentage at RSPB Titchwell during 2015.

The recorded proportion for these two recreational disturbance activities totals 0.8% of all the WNNC EMS
incidents in 2015, where; civilian aircraft account for 0.4% and also marine vessels account for 0.4%. The
severity of all incidents recorded during the year 2015 can be seen within Figure 32, where the severity of
incidents is rated according to the 2015 IRP datasheet formats (Table 1); where for severity category; 0
(50%), 1 (0%), 2 (0%), 3 (50%), 4 (0%) and 5 (0%).

7.7 Holme
There was no data reported for the year 2015.
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7.8 RSPB Snettisham
Over the course of 2015, seven disturbance incidents were reported. This represents a 22.2% decrease in
incidents reported over 2014 data. Figure 33 highlights three frequently occurring incidents by activity type,
including; vehicles (14.3%), motorbikes/quad bikes (57.1%) and walkers (28.6%). The recorded proportion
for these three recreational disturbance activities totals 2.79% of all the WNNC EMS incidents in 2015,
where walkers account for 0.8%, vehicles account for 0.4% and also motorbikes/quad bikes account for
1.59%.
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Figure 33: Percentage of all incidents recorded at RSPB Snettisham during 2015.
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Figure 34: Severity of all incidents recorded by percentage at RSPB Snettisham during 2015.

The severity of all incidents recorded during the year 2015 can be seen within Figure 34 where the severity
of incidents is rated according to the 2015 IRP datasheet formats (Table 1); where for severity category; 0
(%), 1 (14%), 2 (0%), 3 (71%), 4 (14%) and 5 (0%).
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7.9 RSPB Frampton
Over the course of 2015, six disturbance incidents were reported. This represents a 50% decrease in
incidents reported over 2014 data. Figure 35 highlights three frequently occurring incidents by activity type,
including; civilian aircraft (33.3%), dogs (33.3%) and military aircraft (33.3%).

Civil Aviation

Dogs

Military Aviation

Figure 35: Percentage of all incidents occurring at RSPB Frampton during 2015.

The recorded proportion for these three recreational disturbance activities totals 2.39% of all the WNNC
EMS incidents in 2015, where civil aviation account for 0.8%, dogs account for 0.8% and also military
aviation account for 0.8%.The severity of all incidents recorded during 2015 can be seen within Figure 36,
where the severity of incidents is rated according to the 2015 IRP datasheet formats2; where for severity
category; 0 (%), 1 (14%), 2 (0%), 3 (71%), 4 (14%) and 5 (0%).
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Figure 36: Severity of all incidents recorded by percentage at RSPB Frampton during 2015.

7.10 RSPB Freiston
Over the course of 2015, one disturbance incident was reported. This represents a 100% increase in
incidents reported over 2014 data. This incident reported was related to dogs. This recorded proportion for
this recreational disturbance activity totals 0.4% of all the WNNC EMS incidents in 2015. The severity of the
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incident recorded is rated according to the 2015 datasheet format (Table 1) where this one incident was
classified as a 3.

7.11 RAF Wainfleet
Over the course of 2015, five disturbance incidents were reported. This represents a increase in recording
effort where 0 incidents were recorded in 2014. Figure 37 highlights the two occurring incidents by activity
type; dogs (80%) and vehicles (20%).
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Figure 37: Percentage of all incidents occurring at RAF Wainfleet during 2015.
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Figure 38: Severity of all incidents recorded by percentage at RAF Wainfleet during 2015.

The severity of all incidents recorded during the year 2015 can be seen within Figure 38 where the severity
of incidents is rated according to the 2015 IRP datasheet formats (Table 1); where for severity category; 0
(0%), 1 (40%), 2 (0%), 3 (20%), 4 (40%) and 5 (0%).
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7.12 Gibraltar Point
Over the course of 2015, one disturbance incident was reported. This represents a 100% increase in
incidents reported over 2014 data. This incident reported was related to civilian aircraft. The recorded
proportion for this recreational activity totals 0.4% of all the WNNC EMS incidents in 2015. The severity of
the incident recorded is rated according to the 2015 datasheet format (Table 1) where this one incident was
classified as a 0.

7.13 RAF Holbeach
There was no data reported for the year 2015.

7.14 Wells
There was no data reported for the year 2015.

8.0 Unmanaged Sites
There were no records received during 2015 for the following sites; Heacham Beach, Hunstanton, Sutton
Bridge and The Wash NNR.

9.0 Conclusion for 2015
From data collected during 2015, it is appears that there has been a slight increase in the recording of
incidents across the whole of the EMS as the numbers of recorded incidents increased by 4.6% (11
incidents). Out of these 251 incidents recorded 20 (8%) of these were recorded in the Wash region of the
EMS and the other 231 (92%) were recorded on the North Norfolk coastline.
Similarly, to 2014 there are clear trends where incidents are reported for particular times of the year.
Trends in 2015 data show that March to April was an intense period of disturbance based issues, as well as
the usual summer trends from June to August when school holidays occur. Temporal trends are also
somewhat similar to 2014; if not more stable during weekdays (Monday to Friday), however further studies
are required to determine why this may be.
When looking at the severity of disturbance for both the whole of the EMS and also individual sites (Table
2), it should be noted that the severity of disturbance is determined by the site-manager/warden at the time
of the event with guidance of the information provided in Table 1. Where the severity of incidents has been
recorded as zero, this illustrates either no disturbance is observed or levels of disturbance caused are
unknown. 2015 data analysis revealed that the severity of all incidents site wide across the EMS were not
overly severe. This is where 89% of all incidents had a severity category of 0-3, with 28% of these being
categorised as a 0.
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Table 2: Frequency of incidents by severity for all recorded sites in WNNC EMS during 2015.
Severity
Gibraltar Point
RSPB Snettisham
RSPB Titchwell Marsh
Blakeney
Holkham NNR
RSPB Frampton
RSPB Freiston
Cley
Brancaster Beach
RAF Wainfleet
Total

0
1
0
1
65
1
1
0
1
0
0
70

1
0
1
0
2
50
0
0
0
0
2
55

2
0
0
0
3
24
0
0
0
14
0
41

3
0
5
1
33
13
3
1
0
0
1
57

4
0
1
0
9
6
2
0
0
0
2
20

5
0
0
0
4
3
0
0
0
1
0
8
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