King’s Lynn Joint Advisory Group meeting: 1800-2000 5th July 2018
King’s Lynn Conservancy Board, Common Staithe Quay, King’s Lynn, PE30 1LL
- Welcomes/introductions
- Apologies
- Previous minutes/matters arising
1. WNNMP




Wild Seas Week
Recreational disturbance
Annual Management Plan 2018/19

2. Eastern-IFCA: Managing Fisheries in Marine Protected Areas




Fisheries management
Community Voice Method
Paralytic Shellfish Poisoning

3. Natural England






Condition Assessment
Conservation Advice Package
English Coastal Path
Offshore windfarms
Wildfowling

4. Coastal Site Manager’s updates
5. Photographs
6. Date of the next meeting
7. AOB

Eastern IFCA updates
Fisheries Management
MSC Accreditation of The Wash Shrimp Fishery
The Wash shrimp fishery has applied for Marine Stewardship Council accreditation – an industry-led
“sustainable fisheries” initiative. The accreditation auditors visited in May and will spend the next 12 months
or so assessing the application. This will include a public consultation period. Further details are available at:
https://fisheries.msc.org/en/fisheries/wash-brown-shrimp/@@assessments
The impacts of the shrimp fishery on protected habitats and species within the Wash and North Norfolk Coast
European Marine Site are considered in the accreditation process. Eastern IFCA is working with the
accreditation group to support the development and delivery of appropriate management of this fishery.

Shrimp fishery management proposals
Eastern IFCA are currently developing mitigation (management measures) to ensure the shrimp fishery does
not result in an “adverse effect on site integrity” in the Wash & North Norfolk Coast. The measures include
new closed areas to protect sensitive areas of subtidal mixed sediments and subtidal mud (in addition to the
existing closures to protect Sabellaria reef, subtidal stony reef and eelgrass beds). Although not strictly
required to protect SAC features, we are also considering the restriction of shrimp fishing in areas of saltmarsh
and upper estuaries – because of the ecological importance of these areas. In addition to the spatial closures,
we are proposing a permit scheme that would require shrimp fishers to obtain a permit and abide by conditions
relating to gear, effort limits and the use of iVMS (inshore Vessel Monitoring System). The proposals will be
taken to the Eastern IFCA Authority meeting on 18th July. A public consultation will follow.

Cromer Shoal MCZ
Eastern IFCA have drafted an assessment of the impacts of commercial fishing activities on features of the
Cromer Shoal Chalk Beds Marine Conservation Zone. This work is ongoing; we are currently considering
whether additional fishery measures are required within that site to protect sensitive habitats. Although final
conclusions have not yet been drawn, tentative results suggest that the ongoing potting fishery is compatible
with the site’s conservation objectives. If new management is proposed, it will be introduced following
engagement with fishery stakeholders as well as public consultation. The Agents of Change project will be
holding public consultations in the coming month. Any queries in regard to these consultations will be
addressed by Hilary Cox or Alice Tebb.

Assessing the impact of our intertidal activities
Eastern IFCA have assessed the impacts of our own intertidal activities in The Wash, including our research
and enforcement work, to ensure they do not cause excessive damage or disturbance to conservation
features. Having agreed mitigation (to minimise disturbance to seals and or birds, particularly during more

sensitive breeding periods or cold weather periods), Natural England has provided a five-year assent for
Eastern IFCA’s activities.

The Study of The Wash Embayment Environment and Productivity (SWEEP Project)
Eastern IFCA are working with King’s Lynn Conservancy Board to service our “data buoy” – a monitoring station
in the central Wash – results help ascertain food availability (chlorophyll indicator) and water quality in The
Wash. We have also obtained a new spot sonde (portable water quality sensor) which will be used for regular
water testing during monthly shellfish sample collection (environmental health monitoring).

Seed mussel relaying fishery
A seed mussel relaying fishery has been in operation in The Wash Fishery Order area since April 2018. This was
limited to a quota of 1,500 tonnes (from a total stock of nearly 16,000 tonnes), and to particular mussel beds
in The Wash. This was the first fishery on the “public” mussel beds for several years. The mussel bed extent
has increased beyond the SAC conservation objective target of 500 ha for the first time ever this year. Uptake
of this fishery has been very low, primarily because fishers have been engaged in the shrimp fishery and there
is currently a low demand for seed mussels.

Marine Protected Area byelaw 2016
Eastern IFCA’s Marine Protected Area Byelaw came into effect in February 2018 – this renews protection for
intertidal seagrass beds, subtidal Sabellaria (ross worm) reef and subtidal stony reef within The Wash and
North Norfolk Coast SAC, in the same areas initially protected in 2014. Eastern IFCA remains committed to
reviewing these restricted areas to ensure that all closures are still appropriate for purpose. The review will
be conducted in conjunction with other work to ensure The Wash and North Norfolk Coast SAC habitats are
protected from fishing impacts (including a focus on the shrimp fishery).

Crab and lobster management measures
Eastern IFCA are starting pre-consultation regarding crab and lobster fishery sustainability measures, with a
full public consultation to follow in due course. The stock assessment for 2017 was finalised and published on
the Eastern IFCA website in May. If anybody has any questions or queries regarding the report, please contact
tombridges@eastern-ifca.gov.uk.

Wash Fishery Order: Cockle Fishery 2018 - 19
The intertidal flats in The Wash cover approximately 30,000 ha. Eastern IFCA surveys in early 2018 indicated
that this year some 2,514 ha of these intertidal flats support commercially viable densities of cockles. Stock
levels are estimated from the surveys; these are set out below:

Total Adult Stock (≥14mm width)
Total Juvenile Stock (<14mm width)
Total Stock (all sizes)

13,386 tonnes
16,490 tonnes
29,876 tonnes

The overall stock biomass has declined by 5,782 tonnes during the past year. Stocks are still above average
but beginning to normalise following two exceptional years.
Based on the level of adult stocks present and the well proven model (“one third for the birds, one third for
breeding and one third for the fishers”) for calculation of the Total Allowable Catch (TAC), the TAC for the 2018
fishery has been set at 4,462 tonnes. Whilst lower than the exceptional fisheries of the last two years, this is
above average for the size of fisheries since 2000.
Conditions under which the fishery will operate –
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hand work only (allows for “prop washing” - “Bags” to be permitted as sea anchors during prop
washing)
Opening date 25th June 2018
Daily quota of 2 tonnes / vessel
No need for closures to protect areas of high abundance of small cockles (low levels of small cockles
this year)
Open four days / week, Monday to Thursday where possible, on tides equal to or greater than 6.0 m.
Catch returns to be completed weekly
No transhipping allowed
Landings to be in “standard bags”, with requirement to land daily – one landing per day, and only from
the WFO fishery OR outside the WFO fishery – no fishing from both on the same day

It is anticipated that the majority of the fishing activity will be concluded by the end of October 2018. A low
level of cockle fishing could continue over the winter months. The formal closing date of the fishery will be
immediately prior to the commencement of the 2019 cockle survey in March, unless there is a requirement
to close the fishery due to cold weather considerations, based on the approach used for wildfowling. Such
considerations will be based on reports from local weather stations.

18 of the 50 seal haulout site areas in The Wash coincide in part with the commercially viable cockle densities
within the proposed 2018/19 WFO cockle fishery. Following analysis, it was proposed that two haul-out areas,
on the Breast and the Hull sands be closed to the cockle fishery to the fishery during the most sensitive moult
and breeding season (June to end August). These areas combined supported 22.88% of the Wash population
of seals older than 1 year and 19.79% pups in 2017.

Community Voice Method
Eastern IFCA’s primary focus for communication and engagement this year is to communicate how we have
addressed (or have active workstreams) relating to the actions highlighted through the Community Voice
Method project. The actions related to what people said they value most about their local coast and seas the
issues they felt needed to be address and role they felt Eastern IFCA should play.

Initially we will be Tweeting short messages with the #EIFCACVM plus an additional ‘#’ referring to which CVM
‘Action Category’ the work relates to, e.g. #jointworking or #localdata. This format will allow us to periodically
report on our progress. We’d like to invite you to follow us on Twitter (if you’re not already) to keep an eye
on how we’re doing!
For those not in a position to follow us on Twitter, printed updates can be provided upon request. We would
welcome other suggestions from stakeholders.

Paralytic Shellfish Poisoning on the North Norfolk and East Coast
In the wake of the deaths of two dogs thought to be caused by toxins in dead marine organisms found on
beaches, further testing has been carried out by the Centre for Environment, Fisheries and Aquaculture
Science (Cefas). The crabs, whelks and shrimps that have been tested have shown either very low levels of PSP
(Paralytic Shellfish Poisoning) toxins (well below the regulatory limit) or no toxins at all. However, further tests
on starfish samples have found extremely high levels of toxins.
PSP toxins are typically associated with bivalve molluscs (e.g. mussels, clams, oysters and scallops). These are
filter feeders and can accumulate PSP toxins, which are produced naturally by certain species of microscopic
algae. Bivalve shellfish (e.g. cockles and mussels) within designated shellfish areas (e.g. The Wash) are
monitored routinely on a monthly basis for shellfish toxins and E. coli bacteria. This monitoring in The Wash
has not revealed any issues with cockles or mussels.
Owners of pets that have become ill after consuming items on a beach are asked to report the matter to the
District or Borough Council for the area where the incident occurred. Whilst it is thought unlikely that starfish
with high levels of PSP toxins pose a health risk to humans through handling them, as a precaution people
should refrain from handling any starfish they might find on the beach.
Cefas has produced further advice to pet owners and vets, available at:
ifca.gov.uk/paralytic-shellfish-poisoning-information-vets-pet-owners/

http://www.eastern-

The CEO of Eastern IFCA, Julian Gregory, said, ‘Any risk is only because of ingestion so our advice to the public
remains the same. There is a low level of risk to beach users and their pets but as a precaution it is suggested
that dogs are kept under close control, on leads or muzzled and people should avoid handling starfish. There
is no risk to people or pets from seawater.’
Analysis of the fish (a dab) associated with the incident at Cley indicates that it was contaminated with PSP,
albeit at a level below the regulatory maximum allowed. Recreational sea anglers, who often fish for this
species at this time of year, may wish to return their catch to the sea and avoid retaining it for consumption
as a precautionary measure.
A multi-agency partnership has been established to deal with the response to PSP contamination. Known as
operation Blake and co-ordinated by Eastern IFCA, a sampling regime has been established to monitor and
assess any risk to fisheries and to try to identify the source of the contamination. A bid for EMFF funds is being
considered to support a sampling regime in the longer term.

Natural England Updates

1. Condition Assessment
We are currently finalising the condition assessments for the Wash & North Norfolk Coast and two
offshore sites (Inner Dowsing, Race Bank and North Ridge SAC and Haisborough, Hammond and
Winterton SAC). We are hoping to be able to share the results with the group later this year.
2. Conservation advice
We have completed the Wash and North Norfolk Coast packages and going forward we are on track to
publish Breydon water SPA and Benacre to Easton Bavents lagoons SAC in September. We will also be
publishing Minsmere-Walberswick SPA and Great Yarmouth North Denes SPA in March 2019.
3. English Coastal Path
The English Coast path will form a national trail which will extend around England’s coast.
a. Sutton Bridge to Skegness section.
We are currently in Stage 4 – Determining
On 24 January 2018 Natural England submitted its coastal report to the Secretary of State for coastal
access for the 57 mile (92km) stretch of the coast between Sutton Bridge and Skegness. The period for
making representations and objections about the report closed at midnight on 21 March 2018.
The report is still available to view.
Objections will be considered by an independent planning inspector appointed by the Secretary of State.
The inspector will make recommendations to the Secretary of State in respect of each one.
Natural England may not make any further changes to the report as a result of the representations and
objections. In April Natural England made comments about the representations and objections for
consideration by the Secretary of State and, in the case of objections, the appointed planning inspector.
The Secretary of State will consider all the representations and objections before making a decision
about Natural England’s report.
It is expected that a decision will not be made for around 6-months.

Once the Secretary of State has approved the report, Natural England will start work with Lincolnshire
County Council on preparing the route for public use.

The first step will be to contact owners and occupiers of the affected land to discuss the design and
location of any new infrastructure which is required such as signs and gates.
When preparations are complete, new access rights will be brought into force along the route and
adjoining spreading room. This is expected to happen in late 2019.

b. Hunstanton to Sutton Bridge
We have a route proposed for 80% of the length. We are still in discussions with a few landowners about
the preferred route and the impact on protected areas. We can’t therefore give a publication date but it
is unlikely to be for a year.
4. Offshore windfarms

a. Hornsea Project 3 (off map to North-east)
The application has been submitted to the Planning Inspectorate (PINS) and Secretary of state has
accepted the application.
The documents can be found here.
There will be an interested party’s deadline coming up in the next 6 weeks for all the relevant reps so if
the advisory groups want to be involved they need to respond to that consultation.
However, a point to note is that the majority of the Cromer Shoal MCZ is now avoided for an alternative
route which goes through the W&NNC SAC. Unfortunately, there is limited baseline data for us to advise
on possible mitigation measures to reduce the impacts to an acceptable level. In addition, there is other
thematic areas where the baseline data is also poor and whilst this doesn’t affect the advisory groups it
poses challenges for NE in providing helpful advice to the regulators.
b. Race Bank OWF
The project has entered its operation phase.

The Race Bank windfarm has applied for a marine licence variation to increase the operation and
maintenance cable remedial work that can be done over the life time of the project. This is in the region
of a 100% increase. Natural England is currently unable to support the application as we require more
information in relation to the rationale and justification for the variation request and also supporting
evidence on the impacts from the actual cable installation. The cable maintenance work is obviously a
necessity here, but it is not clear on location etc.
Equally we understand that the cables have not been sufficiently buried and we are awaiting more
information. But NE has advised that our advice on cable protection remains unchanged. Post
construction monitoring will be required to understand the further impacts from any proposals and we
understand that will happen over the summer.
c. Lincs OWF
Operational.
We continue to have discussions about potential impacts to the Greater Wash SPA
d. Dudgeon
Operational.
Post construction monitoring continues.
e. Sheringham Shoal
Operational.
Post construction monitoring expected in 2019.

5. Wildfowling consents
As existing licences and consents are coming up for renewal Natural England is working alongside
wildfowling clubs to process these.
We are still pending the final outcome of the National Consultation and we are doing our best to try to
work through this interim period in a way which suits individual clubs. We recognise the importance of
wildfowling and are looking to develop a good working relationship which benefits us all and will provide
updates as things progress.
The following points were discussed at the most recent workshop relating to the national consultation
workshop:
•
•
•
•
•

Legal Operating framework
Long Term Plans
Sharing of Information
Visit Numbers
Direct Mortality

MINUTES of the Kings Lynn & West Norfolk Joint Advisory Group Meting
Held at The Conservancy Board, Harbour Office, Common Staithe, Kings Lynn
Thursday 2 July 2018, 1800

Present:
Peter Welberry Smith
Pat Jary
Joan Evans
Alan Evans
John Hiskett
Julian Carlile
Heidi Richardson
Elise Quinn
John Butler
John Grimwood
Dinah Smith
Sam Lew
Alison Hallett

Chair, The Wash
KLCB Harbour Master
Lay Member
Norfolk Association of Local Councils (NALC)
Norfolk Wildlife Trust
Fenland Wildfowlers
Natural England
EIFCA
EIFCA
Sutton Bridge PC
Researcher Fens and The Wash
The Wash & North Norfolk Marine Partnership
Secretary

Apologies:
Paul Richards

True’s Yard

Jim Scott

RSPB

Previous Minutes/Matters Arising
Minutes were agreed and no matters arising.

Introduction
PWS welcomed everyone. He raised the question of a Vice Chair but no one was proposed.

1. West Norfolk and North Norfolk Marine Partnership
1. WNNMP
Chairs meeting and the Advisory Group Terms of reference
SL – various concerns expressed over the Advisory Groups and way-forward including attendance at
meetings, roles and duties, how we communicate. Three AG Chairs and senior NE and E-IFCA staff met to
discuss ways of working to align perspectives and ensure we know what to expect from one another.

SL – A ToR reference is being written for the AGs, with associated role statements for all participating
organisations. ToR will be sent to WNNMP for open public consultation.

Wild Seas Week
SL – A week-long series of events celebrating local maritime natural and cultural heritage of the region.
Those present were asked to take and distribute them. WSW is not only for public awareness of marine
nature and culture but also to aid engagement for the management of recreational pressures and promotion
of best practise.

Tourism and Recreation
SL – a lot of recent success in funding projects that will help to monitor and mitigate recreational pressures
to the coast. Three funded through the KLWNDC HRA levy including:
1. To renew the Incident Recording Process started by Peter Rushmer in 2004. It will be moved back
online to a simple reporting tool, using the same framework as the original IRP. The online tool will
allow for automatic processing of information, so we can see the breadth of issues on the coast as
they are reported. A full training session will be given for each AG.
2. New recreation best practise guides for the region. The previous ones are very outdated. Full
Advisory Group participation is essential for the new BPG. SL will be in touch.
3. Funding for Litter Free Coast and Sea website. LFCS is a central campaign brand within which all litter
management work can sit

Annual Management Plan
SL - A synthesis of all monitoring for protected ecological features, human activities, HRAs impacting the site
and other associated management plans. It has been sent to all Relevant Authorities and conservation NGOs.
The report will be available for everyone to use to help deliver coordinated management.

2. Eastern IFCA: Managing Fisheries in Marine Protected Areas
PWS thanked them for the long and detailed report they submitted.

MSC Accreditation of The Wash Shrimp Fishery
The Wash shrimp fishery has applied for Marine Stewardship Council accreditation – an industry-led
“sustainable fisheries” initiative. The accreditation auditors visited in May and will spend the next 12 months
or so assessing the application. This will include a public consultation period. Further details are available at:
https://fisheries.msc.org/en/fisheries/wash-brown-shrimp/@@assessments

The impacts of the shrimp fishery on protected habitats and species within the Wash and North Norfolk
Coast European Marine Site are considered in the accreditation process. Eastern IFCA is working with the
accreditation group to support the development and delivery of appropriate management of this fishery.

Shrimp fishery management proposals
Eastern IFCA are currently developing mitigation (management measures) to ensure the shrimp fishery does
not result in an “adverse effect on site integrity” in the Wash & North Norfolk Coast. The measures include
new closed areas to protect sensitive areas of subtidal mixed sediments and subtidal mud (in addition to the
existing closures to protect Sabellaria reef, subtidal stony reef and eelgrass beds). Although not strictly
required to protect SAC features, we are also considering the restriction of shrimp fishing in areas of
saltmarsh and upper estuaries – because of the ecological importance of these areas. In addition to the
spatial closures, we are proposing a permit scheme that would require shrimp fishers to obtain a permit and
abide by conditions relating to gear, effort limits and the use of iVMS (inshore Vessel Monitoring System).
The proposals will be taken to the Eastern IFCA Authority meeting on 18th July. A public consultation will
follow.

Cromer Shoal MCZ
Eastern IFCA have drafted an assessment of the impacts of commercial fishing activities on features of the
Cromer Shoal Chalk Beds Marine Conservation Zone. This work is ongoing; we are currently considering
whether additional fishery measures are required within that site to protect sensitive habitats. Although
final conclusions have not yet been drawn, tentative results suggest that the ongoing potting fishery is
compatible with the site’s conservation objectives. If new management is proposed, it will be introduced
following engagement with fishery stakeholders as well as public consultation. The Agents of Change project
will be holding public consultations in the coming month. Any queries in regard to these consultations will be
addressed by Hilary Cox or Alice Tebb.

Assessing the impact of our intertidal activities
Eastern IFCA have assessed the impacts of our own intertidal activities in The Wash, including our research
and enforcement work, to ensure they do not cause excessive damage or disturbance to conservation
features. Having agreed mitigation (to minimise disturbance to seals and or birds, particularly during more
sensitive breeding periods or cold weather periods), Natural England has provided a five-year assent for
Eastern IFCA’s activities.

The Study of The Wash Embayment Environment and Productivity (SWEEP Project)
Eastern IFCA are working with King’s Lynn Conservancy Board to service our “data buoy” – a monitoring
station in the central Wash – results help ascertain food availability (chlorophyll indicator) and water quality

in The Wash. We have also obtained a new spot sonde (portable water quality sensor) which will be used for
regular water testing during monthly shellfish sample collection (environmental health monitoring).

Seed mussel relaying fishery
A seed mussel relaying fishery has been in operation in The Wash Fishery Order area since April 2018. This
was limited to a quota of 1,500 tonnes (from a total stock of nearly 16,000 tonnes), and to particular mussel
beds in The Wash. This was the first fishery on the “public” mussel beds for several years. The mussel bed
extent has increased beyond the SAC conservation objective target of 500 ha for the first time ever this year.
Uptake of this fishery has been very low, primarily because fishers have been engaged in the shrimp fishery
and there is currently a low demand for seed mussels.

Marine Protected Area byelaw 2016
Eastern IFCA’s Marine Protected Area Byelaw came into effect in February 2018 – this renews protection for
intertidal seagrass beds, subtidal Sabellaria (ross worm) reef and subtidal stony reef within The Wash and
North Norfolk Coast SAC, in the same areas initially protected in 2014. Eastern IFCA remains committed to
reviewing these restricted areas to ensure that all closures are still appropriate for purpose. The review will
be conducted in conjunction with other work to ensure The Wash and North Norfolk Coast SAC habitats are
protected from fishing impacts (including a focus on the shrimp fishery).

Crab and lobster management measures
Eastern IFCA are starting pre-consultation regarding crab and lobster fishery sustainability measures, with a
full public consultation to follow in due course. The stock assessment for 2017 was finalised and published
on the Eastern IFCA website in May. If anybody has any questions or queries regarding the report, please
contact tombridges@eastern-ifca.gov.uk.

Paralytic Shellfish Poisoning on the North Norfolk and East Coast
In the wake of the deaths of two dogs thought to be caused by toxins in dead marine organisms found on
beaches, further testing has been carried out by the Centre for Environment, Fisheries and Aquaculture
Science (Cefas). The crabs, whelks and shrimps that have been tested have shown either very low levels of
PSP (Paralytic Shellfish Poisoning) toxins (well below the regulatory limit) or no toxins at all. However,
further tests on starfish samples have found extremely high levels of toxins.

PSP toxins are typically associated with bivalve molluscs (e.g. mussels, clams, oysters and scallops). These are
filter feeders and can accumulate PSP toxins, which are produced naturally by certain species of microscopic
algae. Bivalve shellfish (e.g. cockles and mussels) within designated shellfish areas (e.g. The Wash) are

monitored routinely on a monthly basis for shellfish toxins and E. coli bacteria. This monitoring in The Wash
has not revealed any issues with cockles or mussels.

Owners of pets that have become ill after consuming items on a beach are asked to report the matter to the
District or Borough Council for the area where the incident occurred. Whilst it is thought unlikely that
starfish with high levels of PSP toxins pose a health risk to humans through handling them, as a precaution
people should refrain from handling any starfish they might find on the beach.

Cefas has produced further advice to pet owners and vets, available at: http://www.easternifca.gov.uk/paralytic-shellfish-poisoning-information-vets-pet-owners/

The CEO of Eastern IFCA, Julian Gregory, said, ‘Any risk is only because of ingestion so our advice to the
public remains the same. There is a low level of risk to beach users and their pets but as a precaution it is
suggested that dogs are kept under close control, on leads or muzzled and people should avoid handling
starfish. There is no risk to people or pets from seawater.’

Analysis of the fish (a dab) associated with the incident at Cley indicates that it was contaminated with PSP,
albeit at a level below the regulatory maximum allowed. Recreational sea anglers, who often fish for this
species at this time of year, may wish to return their catch to the sea and avoid retaining it for consumption
as a precautionary measure.

A multi-agency partnership has been established to deal with the response to PSP contamination. Known as
operation Blake and co-ordinated by Eastern IFCA, a sampling regime has been established to monitor and
assess any risk to fisheries and to try to identify the source of the contamination. A bid for EMFF funds is
being considered to support a sampling regime in the longer term.

Community Voice Method
Eastern IFCA’s primary focus for communication and engagement this year is to communicate how we have
addressed (or have active workstreams) relating to the actions highlighted through the Community Voice
Method project. The actions related to what people said they value most about their local coast and seas the
issues they felt needed to be address and role they felt Eastern IFCA should play.

Initially we will be Tweeting short messages with the #EIFCACVM plus an additional ‘#’ referring to which
CVM ‘Action Category’ the work relates to, e.g. #jointworking or #localdata. This format will allow us to

periodically report on our progress. We’d like to invite you to follow us on Twitter (if you’re not already) to
keep an eye on how we’re doing!

For those not in a position to follow us on Twitter, printed updates can be provided upon request. We would
welcome other suggestions from stakeholders.

Wash Fishery Order: Cockle Fishery 2018 - 19
The intertidal flats in The Wash cover approximately 30,000 ha. Eastern IFCA surveys in early 2018 indicated
that this year some 2,514 ha of these intertidal flats support commercially viable densities of cockles. Stock
levels are estimated from the surveys; these are set out below:

Total Adult Stock (≥14mm width)
Total Juvenile Stock (<14mm width)
Total Stock (all sizes)

13,386 tonnes
16,490 tonnes
29,876 tonnes

The overall stock biomass has declined by 5,782 tonnes during the past year. Stocks are still above average
but beginning to normalise following two exceptional years.

Based on the level of adult stocks present and the well proven model (“one third for the birds, one third for
breeding and one third for the fishers”) for calculation of the Total Allowable Catch (TAC), the TAC for the
2018 fishery has been set at 4,462 tonnes. Whilst lower than the exceptional fisheries of the last two years,
this is above average for the size of fisheries since 2000.

Conditions under which the fishery will operate –
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hand work only (allows for “prop washing” - “Bags” to be permitted as sea anchors during prop
washing)
Opening date 25th June 2018
Daily quota of 2 tonnes / vessel
No need for closures to protect areas of high abundance of small cockles (low levels of small cockles
this year)
Open four days / week, Monday to Thursday where possible, on tides equal to or greater than 6.0 m.
Catch returns to be completed weekly
No transhipping allowed
Landings to be in “standard bags”, with requirement to land daily – one landing per day, and only
from the WFO fishery OR outside the WFO fishery – no fishing from both on the same day

It is anticipated that the majority of the fishing activity will be concluded by the end of October 2018. A
low level of cockle fishing could continue over the winter months. The formal closing date of the fishery
will be immediately prior to the commencement of the 2019 cockle survey in March, unless there is a
requirement to close the fishery due to cold weather considerations, based on the approach used for
wildfowling. Such considerations will be based on reports from local weather stations.

18 of the 50 seal haulout site areas in The Wash coincide in part with the commercially viable cockle
densities within the proposed 2018/19 WFO cockle fishery. Following analysis, it was proposed that two
haul-out areas, on the Breast and the Hull sands be closed to the cockle fishery to the fishery during the
most sensitive moult and breeding season (June to end August). These areas combined supported 22.88% of
the Wash population of seals older than 1 year and 19.79% pups in 2017.

There were a few handouts available for anyone who does not use twitter or facebook. It gave updates on
what they were currently undertaking.

3. Natural England
PWS thanked Heidi for the long detailed report she submitted.

KLAG questions at 22nd March 2018 meeting and NE responses
Coast path
1. Is it the RSPB, Sandringham and the Crown Estate that make up the landowners we are working
with to finalise the outstanding 20% of the Hunstanton – Sutton Bridge stretch?
a. At the moment we are working with the Sandringham estate to open up this stretch of
coast. Any proposal also needs to be considered by our conservation staff. When that is
concluded we will be able to have detailed discussions with the neighbouring farmer
(Crown Estate) and wildfowlers. An agreement has already been reached with the RSPB.
2. How long should it take for the coastal path to open after consultation has concluded?
a. Currently it is taking approximately 18 months from the time a consultation closes to the
path opening. This timescale depends on whether any objections have been received to the
proposal and the amount of work needed to prepare a route to be opened. If objections have
been received then these are considered by an independent planning inspector. The Secretary of
State considers the proposal and consultation comments and decides on whether the proposal
can go ahead without changes or whether it should go ahead with modifications. If the proposal
can go ahead, the next stage is to complete the establishment works to make the path usable,
such as adding signage or any other infrastructure needed. Establishment works need to be
undertaken around factors such as nature conservation concerns and the weather. Further
information on the process can be found here.

3. For the Hunstanton- Sutton bridge section, does the proposed path go under a wind turbine?
a. A wind turbine has been built very close to the existing by-way near King’s Lynn. Generally,
when considering options for the England Coast Path, we will use existing rights of way or
currently walked routes where they meet the Scheme criteria. In this case we are using best
practice advice about access near turbines to propose a route which is away from the turbine.
4. Has Natural England received a planning application for a biodigester in Kings Lynn?
a. We have been consulted on plans for an anaerobic digester and have provided a response
(please see attachment A ‘NE response to anaerobic digester’)
5. Has Natural England received a planning application for a new gas power plant at Saddle Bow,
Kings Lynn?
a. We received a variation request to the original consent and have provided a response
(please see attachment ‘NE response to King’s Lynn Power Station’).

6. Is anyone from outside Kings Lynn and West Norfolk Council considering a HRA levy, particularly in
Lincolnshire?
a. There are different schemes in place for recreational disturbance impacts to designated
sites, Great Yarmouth has a similar strategy to King’s Lynn and there are other wider scale,
coastal cross boundary strategies being put into place in both Suffolk and Essex.
b. There is also Bird Aware Solent: http://www.birdaware.org/strategy
c. The Kings Lynn and North Norfolk Council collect money through CIL and may also use
Section 106, but other Councils can have different approaches.
7. Further information on levies in King’s Lynn
a. The King’s Lynn Monitoring and Mitigation Board for Natura 2000 sites is council led and we
advise and sit on the panel with other stakeholders. The administrative side is organised by the
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). Unfortunately the information isn’t published
online as the first round of applications have been sent to specific partners, but this may change
over time. Applications for money collected through CIL should be directed to the King’s Lynn
and West Norfolk Borough.

Developments
8. Race bank – additional remedial works on saltmarsh may be needed seaward, in addition to those
next to the sea wall. Is anyone looking into this?
a. We have been consulted on the final method statement for the restoration plan for 5 trial
proposals for the areas at the foot of the sea defence. The physical works including installation
of the brushwood faggots and vegetative matting, clearing of creeks, creation of creeks, infilling
of pools and plug planting will happen in July, with monthly walk over surveys happening over
the next 12months or until September 2019 with formal monitoring of success in September
2019. While there is a priority to focus on the areas at the toe of the sea defence due to their
particular lack of recovery and risk of pooling, we can assure you that the whole area of
saltmarsh impacted from the cable installation is being considered within the restoration
proposals.

9. Any general information on Electrical Field Discharge? Specifically on electrically sensitive fish such
as skates and rays? Anecdotal evidence from impacts at scroby sands.
a. There is limited evidence available with regards to electromagnetic responses from species.
Research that has been undertaken provides evidence that when sufficiently buried the
electromagnetic field is not strong enough to detrimentally impact fish, shellfish or marine
mammals. Some very small localised effects can sometimes be seen but never beyond the very
immediate (i.e. first couple of metres radius) surroundings. Therefore it has been proven that
barrier effects from cables are highly unlikely as even the most sensitive species (i.e.
elasmobranchs) can and do just swim around.
10. Do we have any recent evidence/research into the amount of birds killed by collisions with
offshore windfarms. What methods are employed as deterrents?
a. There is mounting evidence in the UK and across Europe from Offshore windfarms showing
that avoidance rates are higher than thought and therefore collision risk (which is modelling
based exercise) has dramatically dropped.
b. Additionally, tagging studies are being undertaken by some OWFs as part of their post
construction monitoring to help provide this greater level of detail and evidence and to have a
more defined focus on the monitoring effort. We are constantly in discussions with developers
to try and encourage this more strategic approach in their monitoring and to work together on a
more strategic scale to provide such evidence.
11. Expecting a Vattenfall cable to come into the cliffs at Happisburgh, concerns around whether the
cliffs can take the drilling
a. We raised this in the early days of the Evidence Plan process and discussed it with our
terrestrial colleagues and the OWF project team in detail. We can assure you that it has been
considered, discussed and assessed. For reassurance the HDD drill bit is small (approx. 10cm) for
each cable and the exit points both terrestrially and seawards will be set far enough back to take
into account coastal erosion and avoid exasperating the erosion. It’s also normally approx. 10m
down and therefore avoids impact to the cliffs themselves. Impacts overall are minimal due to
avoiding works on the beach and it is therefore our preferred option.
Miscellaneous
12. Google is directing people down a private road to The Wash NNR. The notes for The Wash NNR
are for Brancaster and their post code is PE31 8BW.
a. Ongoing.

Comments from 5 July Meeting:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Condition assessment
Conservation advice
England Coastal Path
Offshore windfarms
Wildfowling consents

1. Condition Assessment
We are currently finalising the condition assessments for the Wash & North Norfolk Coast and two
offshore sites (Inner Dowsing, Race Bank and North Ridge SAC and Haisborough, Hammond and
Winterton SAC). We are hoping to be able to share the results with the group later this year.

2. Conservation advice
We have completed the Wash and North Norfolk Coast packages and going forward we are on track to
publish Breydon water SPA and Benacre to Easton Bavents lagoons SAC in September. We will also be
publishing Minsmere-Walberswick SPA and Great Yarmouth North Denes SPA in March 2019.

3. English Coastal Path
The English Coast path will form a national trail which will extend around England’s coast.
a. Sutton Bridge to Skegness section.

We are currently in Stage 4 – Determining

On 24 January 2018 Natural England submitted its coastal report to the Secretary of State for coastal
access for the 57 mile (92km) stretch of the coast between Sutton Bridge and Skegness. The period for
making representations and objections about the report closed at midnight on 21 March 2018. The
report is still available to view.

Objections will be considered by an independent planning inspector appointed by the Secretary of
State. The inspector will make recommendations to the Secretary of State in respect of each one.

Natural England may not make any further changes to the report as a result of the representations and
objections. In April Natural England made comments about the representations and objections for
consideration by the Secretary of State and, in the case of objections, the appointed planning inspector.

The Secretary of State will consider all the representations and objections before making a decision
about Natural England’s report.

It is expected that a decision will not be made for around 6-months.

Once the Secretary of State has approved the report, Natural England will start work with Lincolnshire
County Council on preparing the route for public use.

The first step will be to contact owners and occupiers of the affected land to discuss the design and
location of any new infrastructure which is required such as signs and gates.

When preparations are complete, new access rights will be brought into force along the route and
adjoining spreading room. This is expected to happen in late 2019.

b. Hunstanton to Sutton Bridge
We have a route proposed for 80% of the length. We are still in discussions with a few landowners
about the preferred route and the impact on protected areas. We can’t therefore give a publication date
but it is unlikely to be for a year.
4. Offshore windfarms

a. Hornsea Project 3 (off map to North-east)
The application has been submitted to the Planning Inspectorate (PINS) and Secretary of state has
accepted the application.
The documents can be found here.

There will be an interested parties deadline coming up in the next 6 weeks for all the relevant reps so if
the advisory groups want to be involved they need to respond to that consultation.
However, a point to note is that the majority of the Cromer Shoal MCZ is now avoided for an alternative
route which goes through the W&NNC SAC. Unfortunately there is limited baseline data for us to advise
on possible mitigation measures to reduce the impacts to an acceptable level. In addition there is other
thematic areas where the baseline data is also poor and whilst this doesn’t affect the advisory groups it
poses challenges for NE in providing helpful advice to the regulators.
b. Race Bank OWF
The project has entered its operation phase.
The Race Bank windfarm has applied for a marine licence variation to increase the operation and
maintenance cable remedial work that can be done over the life time of the project. This is in the region
of a 100% increase. Natural England is currently unable to support the application as we require more
information in relation to the rationale and justification for the variation request and also supporting
evidence on the impacts from the actual cable installation. The cable maintenance work is obviously a
necessity here, but it is not clear on location etc.
Equally we understand that the cables have not been sufficiently buried and we are awaiting more
information. But NE has advised that our advice on cable protection remains unchanged. Post
construction monitoring will be required to understand the further impacts from any proposals and we
understand that will happen over the summer.
c. Lincs OWF
Operational.
We continue to have discussions about potential impacts to the Greater Wash SPA d.
Dudgeon
Operational.
Post construction monitoring continues.
e. Sheringham Shoal
Operational.
Post construction monitoring expected in 2019.

5. Wildfowling consents
As existing licences and consents are coming up for renewal Natural England is working alongside
wildfowling clubs to process these.
We are (as at an Area level) looking in the future to move to a longer term way of working. Perhaps
even drawing up a plan for data recording, conservation/ environmental work across all interested club

areas rather than something on a site by site basis. We would be interested to know if clubs would be in
favour of this.
To a certain extent we are still rather in limbo pending the final outcome of the National Consultation
and we are doing our best to try to work through this interim period in a way which suits individual
clubs. Rest assured we recognise the importance of wildfowling on The Wash, have no intention of
stopping it and are looking to develop a good working relationship which benefits us all.
The following points were discussed at the most recent workshop relating to the national consultation
workshop:
•
•
•
•
•

Legal Operating framework
Long Term Plans
Sharing of Information
Visit Numbers
Direct Mortality

We will update as things progress but Natural England is looking for the potential to take forward long
term plans and the first trial ones are being developed though there is still some way to go. Would clubs
be keen to get involved with this process now? Or wait until its tried and tested soto-speak?
Please Contact Gill Fisher for further information.
Gillian.fisher@naturalengland.org.uk or 02080261750

6. Other

a. The Wash Wader Ringer Group
Natural England have been working with The Wash Wader Ringer Group to obtain permissions from
land owner/ occupiers

The group require permission to undertake mist and cannon netting at sites across The Wash (SSSI units
1, 2, 23; 3-6; 17, 18, 21, 22, and 38 Inner and Outer Trial Bank). The ringing survey focuses on 11 target
bird species to determine patterns of migration, importance of The Wash as a whole and in sub-area,
determining how birds use The Wash and to study long-term population dynamics. The surveys are
undertaken throughout the year, by experienced ornithologists following standard survey methods.

We have recently sent out draft consent letters to the various land owner/ occupiers.
JH raised a question on what would happen if a landowner (ie Golf Club) moved its fences more seaward
during the consultation period. There is a path at present where walkers go along and fears it could be lost if
fences were moved.
JC asked when the results of the Wildfowlers consultation paper were due. SL and HR will send out report.

4.

Coastal Site Manager’s Update

JH commented that money put into mitigation fund is being used to cordon off nesting birds and training
volunteers.
JS (in absentia) Funding secured for the replacement of the storm-resilient hide at Snettisham. We have a
start date of 3rd Sept to commence work, planning for completion sometime in Dec 2018

5.

Photographs

SL showed photographs of Centrica Marsh recovery but they were difficult to see due to lack of blackout.
The tracks were noticeable and very bad. Grass is starting to grow though.
Fly tipping in picnic area at Sutton Bridge is still a problem. The land belongs to Lincs CC. There is no-one
available to lock gate at end of day so it is being left open, hence the increase in fly tipping. A new lock is
being looked into as the current one would be difficult for Wildfowlers to unlock in winter.
As regards to fridge freezers, JE will pass around details of someone who collects them for nothing.
The doughnutting in the car park was also mentioned.

There is now a sign up at the gate where Google Maps directs people incorrectly to The Wash National
Nature Reserve. It says No Access Private Road.

Date of Next Meeting:
Thursday 1st November 2018, 1800

AOB

PJ gave an update on Offshore Windfarm. There are 3 shallow areas of cable. He wants to put isolated
danger marker buoys there. There is a 112 page report due out regarding rock placement laying to bury the
cables. The application is at end of July and there is a 12 week consultation. He feels permission will not be
granted for laying rock. As cable has not been laid to correct depth, it can cause danger to fishermen when
trawling. The incorrectly laid cable amounts to 4km.
DS commented on Bacton/Walcott where sand is due to be blown onto beach where gas pipeline is. Near to
Chapel Point (north of Chapel St Leonard) more cables are due to be laid.
SL reminded members of the booklets and posters he has available to distribute for Wild Seas Week.
HR reminded us of the Litter Pick at Sutton Bridge due to take place on Tuesday 7th August.
Meeting closed 1920.

ATTACHMENT A

Date: 6 February 2018
Our ref: 236487
Your ref: 17/02338/F

planning.econsultation@west-norfolk.gov.uk
BY EMAIL ONLY

Customer Services
Hornbeam House
Crewe Business Park
Electra Way
Crewe
Cheshire
CW1 6GJ
T 0300 060 3900

Dear Mr Fry

Planning consultation: anaerobic digestion facility
Location: North of Riverside Business Centre, King’s Lynn

Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 15 February 2018 which was received by
Natural England on the same date.

Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the
natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and
future generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development.

SUMMARY OF NATURAL ENGLAND’S ADVICE
NO OBJECTION
Based on the plans submitted, Natural England considers that the proposed development is
unlikely to have significant adverse impacts on:

•
•
•
•

The Wash Ramsar
The Wash Special Protected Area
The Wash and North Norfolk Coast Special Area of Conservation
The Wash Site of Special Scientific Interest

Natural England’s advice on other natural environment issues is set out below:
•

We advise implementation of the reasonable avoidance measures and mitigation
approaches as specified in the Preliminary Ecological Appraisal

•

Consideration should be given to the public right of way which runs along the bank
of the
River Ouse and next to the proposed development site, both pre and post
construction.

Further Advice
Based on the plans submitted, it is Natural England’s understanding that the proposed
development is unlikely to have a significant impact on notified features. This is because:
• the distance from the proposed development site to the aforementioned designated
sites exceeds 500m (as in line with the EA permitting rules)
• the small installation size of the combined heat and power plant (1.0 MWe).

Protected Species
Natural England has produced standing advice1 to help planning authorities understand the
impact of particular developments on protected species. We advise you to refer to this advice.
Natural England will only provide bespoke advice on protected species where they form part of
a SSSI or in exceptional circumstances

Natural England advise the implementation of the reasonable avoidance measures and
mitigation approaches as specified in the Preliminary Ecological Appraisal.

Rights of Way, Access land, Coastal access and National Trails
Paragraph 75 of the NPPF highlights the important of public rights of way and access.
Development should consider potential impacts on access land, common land, rights of way
and coastal access routes in the vicinity of the development. Consideration should also be
given to the potential impacts on the any nearby National Trails. The National Trails website
www.nationaltrail.co.uk provides information including contact details for the National Trail
Officer. Appropriate mitigation measures should be incorporated for any adverse impacts.

1

https://www.gov.uk/protected-species-and-sites-how-to-review-planning-proposals

Landscape
Paragraph 109 of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) highlights the need to
protect and enhance valued landscapes through the planning system. This application may
present opportunities to protect and enhance locally valued landscapes, including any local
landscape designations. You may want to consider whether any local landscape features or
characteristics (such as ponds, woodland or dry stone walls) could be incorporated into the
development in order to respect and enhance local landscape character and distinctiveness, in
line with any local landscape character assessments. Where the impacts of development are
likely to be significant, a Landscape & Visual Impact Assessment should be provided with the
proposal to inform decision making. We refer you to the. Landscape Institute Guidelines for
Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment for further guidance.

Further general advice on the consideration of protected species and other natural
environment issues is provided at Annex A.

Should the proposal change, please consult us again.

If you have any queries relating to the advice in this letter please contact me on 0208 225
7617.

We really value your feedback to help us improve the service we offer. We have attached a
feedback form to this letter and welcome any comments you might have about our service.

Yours sincerely

Victoria Wight
Norfolk and Suffolk

Natural England offers the following additional advice:

Best and most versatile agricultural land and soils
Local planning authorities are responsible for ensuring that they have sufficient detailed agricultural
land classification (ALC) information to apply the requirements of the NPPF. This is the case
regardless of whether the proposed development is sufficiently large to consult Natural England.
Further information is contained in Natural England’s Technical Information Note 049.

Agricultural Land Classification information is available on the Magic website on the Data.Gov.uk
website. If you consider the proposal has significant implications for further loss of ‘best and most
versatile’ agricultural land, we would be pleased to discuss the matter further.

Guidance on soil protection is available in the Defra Construction Code of Practice for the
Sustainable Use of Soils on Construction Sites, and we recommend its use in the design and
construction of development, including any planning conditions. Should the development proceed,
we advise that the developer uses an appropriately experienced soil specialist to advise on, and
supervise soil handling, including identifying when soils are dry enough to be handled and how to
make the best use of soils on site.
Local sites and priority habitats and species
You should consider the impacts of the proposed development on any local wildlife or geodiversity
sites, in line with paragraph 113 of the NPPF and any relevant development plan policy. There may
also be opportunities to enhance local sites and improve their connectivity. Natural England does
not hold locally specific information on local sites and recommends further information is obtained
from appropriate bodies such as the local records centre, wildlife trust, geoconservation groups or
recording societies.

Priority habitats and Species are of particular importance for nature conservation and included in
the
England Biodiversity List published under section 41 of the Natural Environment and Rural
Communities Act 2006. Most priority habitats will be mapped either as Sites of Special Scientific
Interest, on the Magic website or as Local Wildlife Sites. List of priority habitats and species can be
found here2. Natural England does not routinely hold species data, such data should be collected
when impacts on priority habitats or species
are considered likely. Consideration should also be given to the potential environmental value of
brownfield sites, often found in urban areas and former industrial land, further information including
links to the open mosaic habitats inventory can be found here.

Ancient woodland and veteran trees
You should consider any impacts on ancient woodland and veteran trees in line with paragraph 118
of the NPPF. Natural England maintains the Ancient Woodland Inventory which can help identify
ancient woodland. Natural England and the Forest Commission have produced standing advice for
planning authorities in relation to ancient woodland and veteran trees. It should be taken into
account by planning authorities when determining relevant planning applications. Natural England
will only provide bespoke advice on ancient woodland/veteran trees where they form part of a SSSI
or in exceptional circumstances.

Environmental enhancement
Development provides opportunities to secure a net gain for nature and local communities, as
outlined in paragraphs 9, 109 and 152 of the NPPF. We advise you to follow the mitigation
2

http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140711133551/http:/www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/bio
diver sity/protectandmanage/habsandspeciesimportance.aspx

hierarchy as set out in paragraph 118 of the NPPF and firstly consider what existing environmental
features on and around the site can be retained or enhanced or what new features could be
incorporated into the development proposal. Where onsite measures are not possible, you may
wish to consider off site measures, including sites for biodiversity offsetting. Opportunities for
enhancement might include:
• Providing a new footpath through the new development to link into existing rights of way.
• Restoring a neglected hedgerow.
• Creating a new pond as an attractive feature on the site.
• Planting trees characteristic to the local area to make a positive contribution to the local
landscape.
• Using native plants in landscaping schemes for better nectar and seed sources for bees
and birds.
• Incorporating swift boxes or bat boxes into the design of new buildings.
• Designing lighting to encourage wildlife.
• Adding a green roof to new buildings.
You could also consider how the proposed development can contribute to the wider environment
and help implement elements of any Landscape, Green Infrastructure or Biodiversity Strategy in
place in your area. For example:
• Links to existing greenspace and/or opportunities to enhance and improve access.
• Identifying opportunities for new greenspace and managing existing (and new) public
spaces to be more wildlife friendly (e.g. by sowing wild flower strips)
Planting
additional street trees.
• Identifying any improvements to the existing public right of way network or using the
opportunity of new development to extend the network to create missing links.
• Restoring neglected environmental features (e.g. coppicing a prominent hedge that is in
poor condition or clearing away an eyesore).
Access and Recreation
Natural England encourages any proposal to incorporate measures to help improve people’s
access to the natural environment. Measures such as reinstating existing footpaths together with
the creation of new footpaths and bridleways should be considered. Links to other green networks
and, where appropriate, urban fringe areas should also be explored to help promote the creation of
wider green infrastructure. Relevant aspects of local authority green infrastructure strategies should
be delivered where appropriate.

Biodiversity duty
Your authority has a duty to have regard to conserving biodiversity as part of your decision making.
Conserving biodiversity can also include restoration or enhancement to a population or habitat.
Further information is available here.

ATTACHMENT B

11 June 2018

Our ref: 245845
Your ref: 12693

Ms Naomi Williams
Energy Infrastructure Planning
Level 3 Orchard 2
1 Victoria Street
London
SW1H 0ET

Customer Services
Hornbeam House
Crewe Business Park
Electra Way
Crewe
Cheshire CW1 6GJ

BY EMAIL ONLY
T 0300 060 3900

Dear Ms Williams
THE ELECTRICITY ACT 1989 (AS AMENDED) - SECTION 36C ‘VARIATION OF CONSENTS
UNDER SECTION 36 - CONSENT REQUIRED FOR THE CONSTRUCTION ETC. OF
GENERATING STATIONS’
THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 (AS AMENDED) - SECTION 90(2ZA)
‘DEVELOPMENT WITH GOVERNMENT AUTHORISATION’ THE ELECTRICITY GENERATING
STATIONS (VARIATION OF CONSENTS) (ENGLAND AND WALES) REGULATIONS 2013 (‘THE
VARIATION REGULATIONS’)
- REGULATION 5 ‘PUBLICATION’ THE ELECTRICITY
WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT) (ENGLAND AND WALES)
REGULATIONS 2017 (THE "2017 EIA REGULATIONS") – REGULATION 22: EIA REPORT
(PUBLICITY)
KING’S LYNN ‘B’ CCGT POWER STATION PROJECT, LAND AT THE WILLOWS INDUSTRIAL
ESTATE, KING’S LYNN, NORFOLK
King's Lynn: land at The Willows Business Park, High (Saddlebow) Road, Saddlebow
Industrial Area: combined cycle gas turbine (‘CCGT’) power station of about 1,020
megawatts (‘MW’) capacity with a tolerance of up to 5% (the ‘King’s Lynn ‘B’ CCGT Power
Station Project’).

Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the
natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future
generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development.

Designated sites
The proposed CCGT power station is situated within 10km of the following internationally and
European designated sites:
•
•
•
•
•

Roydon Common and Dersingham Bog Special Area of Conservation (link)
Roydon Common Ramsar (link)
The Wash and North Norfolk Coast Special Area of Conservation (link)
The Wash Special Protection Area (link)
The Wash Ramsar (link)

The development footprint also lies within 2km of the nationally designated River Nar Site of Special
Scientific Interest (link).

Air Quality
Natural England recognise that air quality has been sufficiently explored in the Environmental
Impact Assessment and we agree with the conclusion that nitrogen deposition is not likely to have
an adverse effect on designated sites.

Roydon Common and Dersingham Bog SAC and Dersingham Bog Ramsar
The Nitrogen critical loads for sensitive habitats within the SAC range from 10-15 kg N/ha/yr to 1020 kg N/ha/yr for depressions on peat substrates and Northern Atlantic wet heaths and European
dry heaths respectively (APIS, 2016). For Roydon Common and Dersingham Bog SAC the baseline
data are shown to exceed critical load (13.66 kgN/ha/yr compared to a critical load of 10 kgN/ha/yr)
and the scheme will result in an increase of nitrogen deposition rate, at the modelled location of 0.1
kgN/ha/yr. We agree with the conclusion that this amount is sufficiently small not to lead to adverse
ecological impact.

Section 5.6.37 of the EIA volume 1 states that acid deposition at Roydon Common and Dersingham
SAC will increase from <1% to 1-2% of the minimum critical load, which in combination with existing
baseline levels will require additional consideration by an ecologist to determine likely significant
effect. The potential use and effects of the Selective Catalytic Reduction (SCR) could also increase
negative impacts to the SAC. We advise additional consideration of acid deposition by an ecologist,
as recommended in the EIA.

The Wash and North Norfolk Coast SAC
Levels of nutrient nitrogen (kg N/ha/yr) will not exceed critical load threshold of salt marsh
vegetation

(which has a range of between 20-30 kgN/ha/yr). Similarly nitrogen oxides (NOχ/ m3/ yr or 24-hr)
(which have a range of 30 m3/ 24-hr or 75 m3/ yr) are not expected to exceed critical load. Nitrogen
deposition can also contribute to acid deposition, the contribution of acid deposition as a result of
the scheme is predicted to be less than zero (<0.01 keq/ha/yr) at the modelled location and unlikely
to have a significant impact.

The increase in process contributions and cumulative impacts of existing surrounding industrial
buildings and processes would not change the conclusions of the assessment of emissions from the
proposed development in isolation. These are also not significant.

The Wash SPA and Ramsar
The interest features of the Wash SPA situated within 10km of the development footprint are
predominantly waders that utilise the Wash SAC habitat during the winter period. A conclusion of no
likely significant effect has been established for SAC habitats, on this basis, the process contribution
from the proposed power station is unlikely to have negative impacts to the SPA and Ramsar, both
alone and in combination.

River Nar SSSI
No adverse effects. The section of the Nar within close proximity to the development consists of a
canal surrounded by arable land and not particularly sensitive. Sensitive areas of the SSSI are
further upstream of the development footprint and outside of the 2km study boundary.

Protected Species
Natural England is satisfied that the majority of on-site surveys and assessment of the application
site for protected species, and of its ecological value overall, have been undertaken satisfactorily.
We note populations of reptiles including grass snake and common lizard, breeding birds, bats and
water vole, were found during surveys.

It is understood that only a single water vole survey was undertaken of Lagoon 1 and Lagoon 2 in
2017. The Water Vole Mitigation Handbook, Dean et al. (2016), recommends that two surveys are
undertaken during the breeding season, one in the first half of the season (mid-April to the end of
June) and one in the second half of the season (July to September inclusive). Yet only a single
survey was undertaken of Lagoon 1 and Lagoon 2 in September 2017 which comprised solely of the
monitoring of latrines on rafts, and only along limited lengths of bank.

It is therefore recommended that updated surveys, using standard methodology, are undertaken,
between mid - April and end of June, to support previous findings and record any site changes. The
survey results should be clearly illustrated on a plan of the site. It would also be helpful to note the
habitat quality on this plan.

Natural England acknowledge avoidance impacts during the period of construction as detailed in the
EIA and welcome the ecological mitigation measures for the scheme as highlighted in appendix

4B.3 and section 6 of the HRA. It is our understanding that the creation of water vole receptor sites,
including ditch excavation is expected to commence between July and September 2018. We advise
that receptor site creation is treated as a priority to ensure that the habitat is sufficiently established
to support water vole populations. If vegetation within the receptor site is not suitably established,
trapping and translocation will need to be postponed until the following spring or autumn.

Water Quality
Section 6.2 of the HRA states that “an assessment of impacts from surface water and aqueous
process discharge on The Wash SPA/SAC/Ramsar Site, Roydon Common Ramsar Site / Roydon
Common & Dersingham Bog SAC and the River Nar SSSI is required”. We support this
recommendation and advise that the possible impacts of aqueous process discharge and surface
water to designated sites are considered.
Landscape
The surrounding landscape lies 7km outside of the Norfolk Coast Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty and in an industrial area. Natural England has no comments to make on landscape.

Conclusion
We recognise that air quality has been sufficiently explored in the Environmental Impact
Assessment and we agree with the conclusion that nitrogen deposition is not likely to have an
adverse effect on designated sites. However, we do advise additional consideration of acid
deposition impacts to Roydon Common and Dersingham Bog SAC by an ecologist, as stated in the
EIA.

We recommend the undertaking of updated water vole surveys, using standard methodology,
between mid - April and end of June, to support previous findings and record any site changes.

In addition, we strongly suggest that receptor site creation is treated as a priority to ensure that the
habitat is sufficiently established to support water vole populations. If vegetation within the receptor
site is not suitably established, trapping and translocation will need to be postponed until the
following spring or autumn.

We advise an impact assessment of surface water and aqueous process discharge to the
aforementioned designated sites.

Please consult us again once the information requested above, has been provided.

Yours Sincerely

Victoria Wight Norfolk and Suffolk

